

honorable J. idgar ijoayju: 

Chairman, Interdepartmental . 

Intelligence Conference . 

Federal Bureau. of investigation 
Department of Justice 

' Washington 2p, ■£• C. • \ J 

Sear Hr. nooveri •' • ' v ' 

This will acknowledge your letter of ??ay 2nd, In which yon 
describe your liaison policy on matters concern! n£ countereapionage . 

four position is dieeppoiating to me, for 1 feel very 
strongly that there are important steps watch should be taken to 
strengthen the relationship in counterespionage activities at horns' 
and abroad* 1 believe that your Bureau and ill and my Office of 
Special Operations are cownlementary to each other. logetaer, they 
should make a team to insure counterespionage coverage throughout 
the world. 1 also believe that a team of this nature must function 
with tas utmost confidence. For these reasons I am going to ask you 
to review our matnod of liaison in toe hope that unc^r appropriate 
over-all supervision we can bring our respective functional desks In 
closer proximity. 1 do not believe that a single liaison channel ' . 

will foster the close relationship necessary between two organizations 
primarily responsible for b* fo* counterespionage activities against 
Soviet russia.- 

; 1 understand fully your hesitancy in permitting the use 

with certain foreign services of information developed by your Bureau, 
but 1 s» convinced that this question should be explored further.' ■ 

U. fc* security requires counterespionage infoi-iiation from, evezy area. 

The intelligence sendees of those nations disposed to cooperate with 
us recognize that the principal target of the Soviet -Union is the 
United states, and that the ooviet Union* 6 principal effort is focused , ■ 
on inis country. At the stae time, tneir naed for info imtion which 
will assist them in their local problems is very great, and because - 
of tfds we stand in a very good position to acquire from them inforraa- 
tion vital to our own security. It is a matter of utmost urgency that 
w® develop methods through wnicn wu can gain increasing generosity 
from them in information of critical value to us. This is not barter, 
but reasonable cooperation for a common purpose. 

FBI REVIEW COMPLETED ‘~V; 
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1 well uaderetatiid yoiir cdncem with regard to tne security ./ ^ - ' 

■• information. I share it oowpletely. howavor, I, am certain we’ *'•' 
mt achieve the desired objective unless we- can work out closer co- 
operation between our respective offices .and with HC and establish \ 

wore fra«do* in the exchange of counterintellitence info nation with ^ • : 

well itiposei n&tiose< Cl*, will, of course, provide you in accordance 
with your request, with all the pertinent information from foreign 
sources outside the jurisdiction of ilG that we as* -able to obtain, 
but unless a basis of reciprocity and a gruaier measure of confidence'' 
is established I doubt very wen if the flow from abroad of auca 
information, which you describe as necessary and vital, will be either 
continuous or adequate. . ;•-• 

;. sincerely, . 

: ;. 'V :■ WAL ^§ 0 |®ni . 


0S0 - 12 May 1951 
Be written O/DCI LBKsmlk , 


Distribution: 

Qxig St 1 - Addressee 




Signing Official p-* 
0S0 (,w\ -ft-- • - S 

LBK 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ^ 

! -(?JtD 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

May 2, 1951 

CONFIDENTIAL 
VIA LIAISON 

Lieutenant General Walter Bedell Smith 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
2430 E Street, N.W. 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear General Smith: 

Your memorandum of April 17, 1951, ' concerning' the 
IIC need for specific intelligence and counterintelligence 
information, has been received and considered by the 
Interdepartmental Intelligence Conference . 


It will not be possible 
furnish to you on a regular basis 
nature, or that developed from co 
in bartering with foreign intelli 
Where there is a specific problem 
existing, we will, of course, be 
requests or suggestions , and, whe 
such cases will be made available 


for the IIC agencies to 
information of a confidential 
nfidential sources, for use 
gence and security organisations . 

or special circumstances 
glad to consider any specific 
re possi ble, information in 
for your use in this manner. 


. . When the IIC or its Subcommittee is considering a 
specific problem concerning the coordination of domestic 
intelligence with foreign intelligence matters, you will, 
of course, be invited to designate a representative to attend, 
as contemplated in the IIC Charter. Generally, however, it is 
felt that the appropriate media for the coordination of the 
in ^ e ^ l 9 en< 2 e °n Soviet-controlled espionage activities abroad 
and the intelligence on such activities in this country exists 
in the Intelligence Advisory Committee and in the close liaison 
jacilities which are maintained with CIA. 

The II.C agencies desire to cooperate with you in anu 
manner possible in connection with the obtaining of this vital 

J° hXC A h can t 0r i}he m0st part onl y be obtained in the 
foreign field. As previously indicated , it is most urgent that 
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■this -type of information be developed as its receipt could , 
when considered in the light of domestic problems , possibly 
be the means of averting serious Communist-controlled Fifth 
Column or sabotage operations within our borders . It will be 
appreciated if you will furnish at your earliest convenience 
any studies or information which you may presently have in 
connection with the type of information listed in the IIC 
memorandum of February 28, 1951 . 


Sincerely yours. 
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